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The HEFCE Open Access Policy 
The HEFCE Open Access Policy sets out the requirements for research outputs that are to 
be considered for the REF2020. Open access will be an important part of the process of the 
REF. The key points of the policy are as follows:  
 To fulfil our aim of increasing substantially the proportion of research that is 
made available by open access in the UK, the four UK higher education funding 
bodies are introducing a requirement that outputs submitted to the post-2014 
REF be made available in an open-access form. This policy document sets out the 
details of this requirement.  
 The policy allows repositories to respect embargo periods set by publications. 
Where a publication specifies an embargo period, authors can comply with the 
policy by making a ‘closed’ deposit on acceptance. Closed deposits must be dis-
coverable to anyone with an Internet connection before the full text becomes 
available for read and download (which will occur after the embargo period has 
elapsed). Closed deposits will be admissible to the REF. 
 to be eligible for submission to the post-2014 REF, authors’ final peer-reviewed 
manuscripts must be deposited in an institutional or subject repository on 
acceptance for publication. Deposited material should be discoverable, and free 
to read and download. The requirement applies only to journal articles and 
conference proceedings with an ISSN. It will not apply to monographs, book 
chapters, other long-form publications, working papers, creative or practice-
based research outputs, or data. The policy applies to research outputs accept-
ed for publication after 1 April 2016, but we would strongly urge institutions to 
implement it now. 
Policy available in full at  http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/year/2014/201407/   
Key concepts, terms and terminology 
The main principle of open access is that research is free at the point of access, although 
that does not mean that there will not be significant financial outlay to reach that point.  
 
There is no single way to engage in open access. Open access can be achieved by depositing 
research in an open access repository such as the University of Bolton Institutional Reposi-
tory (UBIR) or by publishing in either an open access journal (such as those listed by the 
Directory of Open Access Journals – DOAJ) or paying for the article to be made open access 
in a more ‘traditional’ publication of the sort that is usually accessed by either personal or 
institutional subscription. 
 
To pay for an article to be made open access is known as either an Article Processing 
Charge or an Author Pays Charge (APC). The former is a more accurate description. This is 
known as gold open access, and is the preferred method of open access as described by the 
Finch Report of 2012. Depositing in a repository such as UBIR is known as green open 
access. 
Open access at the University of Bolton 
The main way to engage in open access at the University of Bolton is to deposit research in 
the University of Bolton Institutional Repository (UBIR). UBIR can be accessed at           
http://ubir.bolton.ac.uk/. 
In addition, members of the University of Bolton have access to EThOS, an online, open 
access theses service from the British Library. EThOS is available via the A to Z list of elec-
tronic resources on the library homepage. 
Peter Suber’s Six Myths 
Peter Suber has articulated and discussed six myths of open access: 
1. The only way to provide open access to peer reviewed journals is to publish in open access 
journals 
Research can also be deposited in repositories. 
2. All or most open access journals charge publication fees 
Many journals do not charge for open access. 
3. Most author-side fees are paid by the authors themselves 
Less than one quarter of fees paid in 2013 were met by the author. 
4. Publishing in a conventional journal closes the door on making the same work open ac-
cess. 
Open access is an alternative, not a replacement. 
5. Open access journals are intrinsically low in quality 
Many open access journals have increasingly high impact factors. 
6. Open access mandates infringe academic freedom 
HEFCE demands that anything to be included in the next REF must also be open access: 
there is no choice! But there is a choice as to how this is achieved. 
 
Suber, Peter (2013). Open access: six myths put to rest. The Guardian, Monday 21 October 
http://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/blog/2013/oct/21/open-access-
Why open access? 
 Compliance with HEFCE open access policy for REF2020 
 Research is discoverable 
 Greater reach for research, in particular, publicly-funded research 
 Challenges traditional scholarly communication… but in a good way?! 
Open access at the University of Bolton:  next steps 
 Upload an author version of your article to UBIR 
 Consider publishing in an open access journal 
 Understand the benefits of open access 
Open access can ensure that research that has been produced from public money is as 
widely disseminated as possible. Although there are a number of concerns, these are not 
to be considered as barriers to the achievement of open access. A movement that has 
undergone significant development since the BOAI, open access has a clear part to play in 
the future of scholarly communication. 
A comprehensive bibliography and glossary can be found on UBIR at http://
ubir.bolton.ac.uk/419/ 
